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Fourth Sunday of Lent — Sunday, March 15, 2026 

Reclaiming the Lord’s Day - Reclaiming the Mass         Part 8: Why Not On My Own??? – Part 3 
Religion is Personal??? 

 

The Dilemma 
  It is a very common and popular understanding in the world today – faith is personal. After all, Christ calls us each, 
individually, by name. He wants a deep and intimate relationship with each and every one of us. Therefore, our          
relationship with Christ should be something unique, particular to ourselves, and something we can truly call our own. 
This is what is known today as “Personal” or “Privatized Religion.” 
  Although there is some truth to this, the idea that faith is solely personal fails to understand other essential aspects of 
religion, as well as contains many elements that can deceptively lead one astray. “Personal” or “Privatized Religion” 
means that my faith, including what I believe or not believe, what I choose to be right or wrong, how I pray, worship, love, 
and serve others, is determined by me, and is between God and me. Not only is this simply wrong, but it has the        
potential to put the soul in grave mortal danger! After all, Jesus Himself says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 7:21). 
  With this, it is essential that we know the errors of a personalized religion, what true religion should be, how it relates 
to the Mass, and ultimately, how it leads us to salvation. 
  

True Essence of Religion 
  To begin, it is helpful to know something about the word “religion.” The word actually comes from a Latin word, 
“religatio,” which means “binding.” What exactly does religion bind? Everything! 
  The entirety of the Scriptures, as well as the early Church, understood this well. All of creation is bound together by 
God. Our faith and how we practice it has an effect on how we view and interact with others and the world around us. 
Even though there may be things we do (good or bad) in private, nothing in our faith life is purely and solely “personal.” 
  Because of this, the notion of a “privatized religion” was completely foreign to the people of the Scriptures. The very 
term “personal religion” is oxymoronic. In fact, this is also why, although everyone should have a deep and personal  
relationship with the Lord, accepting Jesus Christ under the title as “personal Lord and Savior” is found nowhere in the 
Scriptures.  
 

Are You Saved??? 
 Now we will apply this notion to Salvation. It has been a common question asked when trying to evangelize – are you 
saved? Although it is a question that should be taken seriously, in a sense, the question itself is misleading. 
 First, how does salvation work? To begin, we have to look at salvation history. Keep in mind, in the entirety of the    
Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, God always strives to establish and gather “His people,” “His flock,” “His community 
of believers.” In other words, He strives to establish His Church! And why does He wish to establish this flock/
community? Because it is through this mode that He will save His people!  
  Think about this in light of the saving work of Christ. Christ has already won the victory! Sin and death are defeated! 
He has brought salvation! But salvation for who? For His community of believers. Salvation is won for the Church.  
 This is why the question, “Are you saved?” is somewhat misleading. Seeing the saving work of Christ, we must realize 
that the Church is already saved! Either we are saved with the Church, or not at all. Now the real question is, how are we 
living in union with Christ’s Church? 
 

The Mass 
 Hopefully with this, we can now understand the errors and spiritual dangers of a privatized religion. Finally, though, we 
must relate this to the Mass. 
 What is the Mass? Over the past several weeks we have understood it in a number of ways. One more essential     
understanding is this – it is the epitome of the Church’s worship in union with all the angels and Saints at the victorious 
wedding feast of the Lamb! In other words, it is our participation in Christ’s triumph over sin and death. 
 It is because of this that keeping the Lord’s Day holy by our participation in the Mass is directly linked to our salvation. 
Here, we gather in union with God’s flock – His Church – to become united with Christ in offering ourselves to God in 
true worship. It is the most fundamental, most central, and most essential part of living our faith. It is through this that we 
follow the will of the Father, becoming fully united as God’s Church, united with our Lord Jesus Christ, and ultimately, 
brought to salvation.                                                
                                                    - Fr. Nick Parker,  Pastor 

As they enter into the final weeks of preparations, we ask for your prayers and support.  Please help us in 
supporting them in their journey and welcome them into our parish family by sending cards and notes of 
encouragement in the collection basket or the IHM parish office. 

 
Sacraments at Easter Vigil Liturgy 

 
           Baptism, First Eucharist & Confirmation  -  Annabel Adefuye 
           First Communion & Confirmation -              Deandra Vallejo, Rebecca Asuncion, Tray Hurley,  

                                                   Ethan Asuncion, Ifelayo Adefuye 
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Stewardship of Time and Talent 

Liturgical 

Ministers 

March 21 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

March 22 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

March 22 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Sacristan Kenny Rohr Pam Windholz Lester Robben 

Cantors Simon Micek Bob Dreiling TMP Musicians 

Accompanist Pending Bob Dreiling TMP Musicians 

Altar Servers Dalton Herrman 
Samuel Basgall 
Alyssa Church 
Ayden Church 

Conner Breit 
Cy Breit 
Callie Rudman 
Derrick Rudman 

Ivan Rupp 
Ryleigh Byer 
Casen Byer 
Weston Unrein 

Lectors Kay Shippy 
Melissa Dreiling 

Marla Stecklein 
Claudine Stein 

Rhonda Anderson 
Tom Drees 

Gift Bearers Francis & Stephanie Jacobs Pending Jon & Shannon Kinderknecht 

Wee Words   Tami Koenigsman 

EMEs 

 

Bonnie Rupke 
Victor Munsch 
Melissa Romme 
Kay Klaus 
Francis Jacobs 
Lora Hess 
Donna Lubbers 

Lindsey Fox 
Pam Windholz 
Sarah Rudman 
Virginia Linenberger 
Carol Brull 
Chase Berg 
Linda Korbe 

Jessica Seib 
Sherrill Ruda 
Spencer Casey 
Lori Appelhans 
Tammy Klaus 
Ernie Klaus 
Recruit 

Greeters David & Krystal Randa Family 
Jaclyn Cure Family 
Volunteers 

Mike & Beth Malatin 
Steve & Leann Schumacher  
Volunteers 

Brent & Jessica Seib Family 
Chris & Stephanie Byer Family 
Steven Hale 

Money Count March 22 / March 29                         Mark Washburn*, Stacey York, Dennis Zimmerman, Norene Unrein* 

Rosaries Daughters of Isabella Daughters of Isabella Daughters of Isabella 

@IHM_donations 

For your convenience, 
Venmo is now available for 
those visitors to our parish, 
forgot your envelope or 
check.   

Stewardship of Treasure 

Budgeted Weekly Income Fiscal Year 2025-2026                          $   31,673.07 

Adult Envelopes   $     32,668.50 

   Offertory Loose Plate    $       1,703.75 

Total Giving weekend of March 8 $     34,372.25 

For this week the collection ahead $       2,699.18 

Unify Beautify Glorify Loan with Diocese $2,000,000.00 

Next week our parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services Collection.  Funds 

from this collection provide food to the hungry, support, 

displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy 

to vulnerable people here and abroad.  Next week, 

please give generously to the     collection and reveal 

Christ’s love to those most in need.  Learn more 

about the collection at  www.usccb.org/catholic-relief 

Stewardship Renewal 2026-2027 
Stewardship renewal forms have been mailed out. Please notify us if you did not 
receive yours.  
 

Please return your fill out forms to the Parish Office.  
 

You can also fill out the online version here by scanning the QR Code or go to    
Parish Life - Stewardship Renewal on the IHM website. 
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K of C Council 6984 Corner 

March 20 - K of C Special Olympics Opening Ceremony 
                   At Gross Memorial Coliseum @ 9:30 a.m. 
 

March 28/29 - K of C Food For Families Food Drive 
 

March 29 -      K of C Mass at 10:00am 
 

April 9 -           K of C Meeting 7:30pm  Knights Room 
 

April 11 -         K of C Lenten Cross Pick Up Day 

Contact Grand Knight, Brad Stramel at 785-625-7339 

Date Mass Intentions & Other Church Events Mass Readings 

Monday 16 

 

6:45 a.m.  † Patricia Murphy 

 

Is 65: 17-21 
Jn 4: 43-54 

Tuesday 17 

St. Patrick’s Day 

8:00 a.m.  Mass Cancellation 
 

 

Ez 47: 1-9, 12 
Jn 5: 1-16 

Wednesday 18 

 

5:30 p.m.  L/D Joe & Janet Klaus Family Is 49: 8-15 
Jn 5: 17-30 

Thursday 19 

St. Joseph, Spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:00 a.m.  L/D Nicholas Leis Family 

5:00 p.m.  Weekly Reconciliation 

6:30 p.m.   Poor Souls In Purgatory 

2 Sm 7: 4-5, 12-14, 16 
Rom 4: 13, 16-18, 22 
Lk 2: 41-51 

Friday 20 

 

6:45 a.m.   † Vernon Ruder Sr. 

12:00 p.m. Weekly Reconciliation 
7:00 p.m.   English Stations of the Cross 

8:00 p.m.   Spanish Stations of the Cross 

Wis 2: 1, 12-22 
Jn 7: 1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday 21 

 

8:00 a.m.   Daily Mass for Vocations 

3:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
4:00 p.m.   People of the Parish 

Jer 11: 18-20 
Jn 7: 40-53 

Sunday 22 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
 

8:00 a.m.    Catholics Return Home 

10:00 a.m.  L/D Harold & Edith Berends Family 
12:00 p.m.  † Socorro Velez Adame 

5:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
6:00 p.m.    Salvation of All Souls 

Ez 37: 12-14 
Rom 8: 8-11 
Jn 11: 1-45 

Donations to this year’s Easter Lily 
fund are being accepted. 
 

Donations may be made to the parish 
and put into the collection basket, left 

at the parish office or mailed. Please note EASTER 
FLOWERS on the envelope.  
 

If you wish to make this donation in someone’s 
memory, kindly do so by Monday, March 30, 
2026 in order to make the Easter April 5 bulletin. 

Knights of Columbus Food for Families food 
drive will be held March 28-29. Donation sacks will 
be available after all masses next weekend.  
Please take a sack, place your donations in the sack and 
return it to church March 28-29.  

BEADS OF HOPE Catholic Grandmothers Group, 
WILL NOT be gathering on Thursday, April 2nd, due to 
the observance of Holy Thursday. Our next rosary will 
be prayed together on THURSDAY, APRIL 9th, after 
the 8:00am Mass in Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.  

The Daughters of Isabella, Circle #254, will 
meet on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at IHM Parish 
Hall at 6:00 PM. 
 

Daughters of Isabella will be sponsoring the VFW 
Stars & Stripes Breakfast April 12, 7:30 AM-12:00PM 
Menu: Bacon, Eggs, Hash Browns, Pancakes,  
Sausage, Biscuits, Sausage Gravy, Toast, Coffee,  
Orange Juice, and Water 
Only tickets sold in advance will benefit the D of I. 
Adults: $11.50 in advance/ $12.00 at the door 
Kids(5 - 10): $6.50 in advance / $7.00 at the door 
Kids under 5 FREE 
Contact Janet Koerner 623-3407,  
Judy Brummer 623-8880, D of I member for tickets. 
 

The Daughters of Isabella sponsor a Bingo at Heritage 
Eatery and Bingo, 2450 East 8th Street, ( the previous 
Senior Center).  It is held the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Fridays 
of each month. Come out for a night of fun. Easy  
parking.   

Immaculate Heart of Mary This Week  ( March 16 — 22, 2026 ) 

Munjor K of C Fish Fry Friday March 27, 4:30-7:00 pm 
in the Munjor School Gym. 
 

Menu: Fried Fish, Noodles & Beans, and Grebbel.  
Free will offering. All proceeds go to the Salina Diocese 
Seminarian Fund. Take out orders will be available. 
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Parish & Community Announcements 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Community  
welcomes the following families to our parish family 

from the month of February !!! 
 
 

• Bradley & Brittney Stewart 

• Chase Hageman 
• Lauren Jackson Family 

 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 

Open Adorer Hours 

Please contact Brian or Michelle DeWitt at 625-2481 

or via email at haysadorationchapel@outlook.com. 

Sunday  1:00 AM Friday   7:00PM 

Sunday 10:00PM 
Second Adorer Needed 

Saturday  10:00AM 
Second Adorer Needed 

     Congratulations 
 

The parish of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
offers our congratulations to: 

 

Gabriel Vallejo Jr. & Deandra Guajardo 
 

who were married here on Saturday, February 28, 
2026, by Fr. Nick Parker. God bless you on your union! 
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Mar 16th-Mar 20th 
No School-Spring Break 
 

Mar 23rd 
*Lenten Canned Food Drive Week 
 

Mar 24th 
*Father’s Mass 8:00 am at IHM 
*Spring Used Uniform Sale 
 

Mar 25th 
*TMP-M Senior Service Day at HFE 
*Gambino’s Dine Out Night 
 

Mar 26th 
*Communion Service 8:00 am at IHM 
*TMP-M students visit the 1st-grade 
*Fr. Damian visits the 2nd-grade 
 

Mar 27th 
*Fr. Nick visits the preschool classes 
*Living Stations at 2:15 pm at IHM 

YOUTH / ADULT INFORMATION Mar. 15 – 21, 2026 

    HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY HAYS CYO & Junior CYO 

March 16th -20th   NO SCHOOL - SPRING BREAK 
 
March 24th   6th/7th/8th State ELA Assessment Part 1 8am-3pm 
FFA Livestock Judging at Smith Center 9am-3pm 
 
March 25th   6th/7th/8th State ELA Assessment Part 2 8am-3pm 
Seniors Involved in Capstone Service Day Projects 
 
March 26th   Junior High Mass in the Chapel 9:30-10:15am  
HS Softball vs Sylvan-Lucas 4-7pm 
Finance Advisory Council Meeting 3:30-5:30pm Learning Commons 
Heartland Stewardship Committee Meeting 7-8pm 
 
March 27th   8th Grade Service Trip to Denver 27th-29th 
HS Mass in the Chapel 9:30-10:15am 
HS Softball at Russell 4-7pm 
 
March 28th   Regional Solo/Small Ensemble Contest Larned 8a-4p 
Catholic Schools Trivia Competition at St. John’s Beloit 10am-3pm  
 
March 30th 8th Grade State Science Assessment Part 1 8am-3pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TMP-MARIAN JR/SR HIGH 

Mar 18th- NO MEETING   Spring Break 
 
Mar 22nd- 4:00- 5:30 p.m.   Jr CYO Meeting (St. Nick’s) 
 
Mar 25th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Mar 27th- 7:00 p.m.   CYO Living Stations of the Cross (IHM) 
 
Apr 1st- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Apr 8th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Apr 15th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Apr 19th- 2:00- 5:00 p.m.  Jr CYO Bingo Fundraiser (IHM) 
 
Apr 22nd- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 

        

Youth Faith Formation K — 8 
 
 

Director of Faith Formation (K-8) 
Jaclyn Brown 
785-625-7339 

Email: jbrown@ihm-church.com 
 
 

March 18, 2026 - No Faith Formation Classes—Spring Break Vacation 
 
March 25, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
April 1, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
April 8, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 

To register and for more information click on the link: 

https://givebutter.com/alumnibaseballgame  

https://givebutter.com/alumnibaseballgame
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Lent - Holy Week - Easter 

In the Heartland Parishes 

Friday, March 20 
IHM - Stations of the Cross 7:00pm English, 8:00pm Spanish 
Munjor - Stations of the Cross 6:00  
Schoenchen - Stations of the Cross 6:00pm 
St. Joseph - Lenten Soup Supper 5:00pm/Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
St. Nicholas - Stations of the Cross & Confessions 6:00pm 
 
Wednesday, March 25 
IHM - Hays CYO Living Stations of the Cross at 7:15pm 
 
Friday, March 27 
Antonino - Stations of the Cross 6:00pm 
IHM - HFE Living Stations of the Cross at 2:15pm 
IHM - Stations of the Cross 7:00pm English, 8:00pm Spanish 
Munjor - Stations of the Cross & Benediction 6:00pm 
St. Joseph - Lenten Soup Supper 5:00pm/Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
St. Nicholas - Stations of the Cross & Confessions 6:00pm 
 
Thursday, April 2, Holy Thursday 
Antonino - 7:00pm 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 5:45pm 
IHM - 7:00pm Bilingual Mass (No 5:00pm Confessions) 
Munjor - 5:30pm 
St. Joseph - 7:00pm 
St. Nicholas - 7:30pm 
 
Friday, April 3- Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 3:00pm 
IHM - 3:00pm English Service (No 12:00pm confessions) 
IHM - 6:30pm Spanish Service 
Munjor - 12:00 Noon 
Schoenchen - 1:00pm 
St. Joseph - Stations 12:05 p.m., Good Friday Service 1:00 p.m. 
St. Nicholas - 5:30pm 
 
Saturday, April 4 - Holy Saturday 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 9:00pm 
              (Space is limited due to large OCIA class.)  
IHM - 8:30pm Bilingual  
St. Joseph - 8:30pm 
St. Nicholas - 8:00pm 
 
Sunday, April 5 - Easter 
Antonino - 8:30am 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 9:00am (N0 11am or 6pm Masses) 
IHM - 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm (Spanish) No 6:00pm Mass 
Munjor - 8:00am 
Schoenchen - 10:30am 
St. Joseph - 7:30am, 10:30am 
St. Nicholas - 9:30am, 11:00am 
 
Monday, April 6 
IHM - No 6:45am Mass 
St. Joseph  - No 6:30am Mass 
St. Nicholas - 7:00am 

Prayer Chain Ministry:  
To place a prayer intention on the prayer chain, 
please call  Lorraine Brungardt at  
625-3021 or Olivia Becker at 259-7132. 

The annual Chrism Mass for the Diocese of Salina will 
be held on Thursday, March 26th, at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Salina. Oils for all the parishes 
of the Diocese will be blessed at this Mass. Everyone is  
welcome to attend. The IHM parish office will be closed 
for the staff to attend the Mass. 

WHAT:    Immaculate Heart of Mary Easter Egg Hunt 
 

WHEN:    Saturday, April 4, 2026 
 

WHERE: IHM Parish and Holy Family Grounds 
 

TIME:      1:00 PM 
 
In case of inclement weather, the hunt will be moved to 
the Activity Center and Little Theater. 
 
Donations are not needed for this Easter egg hunt! 
 
IHM children parishioners ages 2-12 join us for an egg 
cellent time celebrating Jesus' resurrection & hunting for 
Easter eggs. 

Food Drive for Catholic Charities 
 
This Lenten season, William Eck and Easton Werth, 
seniors at TMP-Marian High School, are hosting a  
Lenten Food Drive to support Catholic Charities of 
Northern Kansas as part of their senior Capstone  
Project. 
 
The goal of this effort is to help stock Catholic Charities’ 
shelves this spring so they can continue providing food 
to families in need in Hays and throughout Northwest 
Kansas. This is a meaningful way for our parish to serve 
those who are struggling and to live out our faith during 
Lent. The food drive will run through the Lenten season, 
ending on April 2nd. Catholic Charities has requested 
specific food items: 
 
Jiffy Mix, Pudding or Jello Mixes, Macaroni & Cheese, 
Canned Tuna or Chicken, Jelly, Pancake Mix,  
Canned Soup, Instant Potatoes, Cereal,  
Canned Vegetables or Fruit, Peanut Butter 
 
Thank you for your generosity and support! 

Parish & Community Announcements 

The Capuchins at St. Fidelis Friary seek an 
ongoing cook for the friary. 
 
Preferably, supper on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday. Lunch on 
Thursday and Saturday. Or at least five or 

six days a week. 
 

Position to begin on May 1, 2026. 
Please call Fr. Curtis at parish office 785-735-2777. 
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